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28 March 2021

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
1 The Lord Is in

Preparatory Hymn

RHC 280 He Is Able to Deliver Thee

His Holy Temple
The Lord is in His holy
temple, The Lord is in His
holy temple: Let all the
earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep
silence before Him Keep
silence, keep silence
before Him. Amen.

2 Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, Amen.

3 Doxology
Praise God, from whom
all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all
creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye
heav’nly host; Praise
Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 1
Call to Worship

Deacon Eugene Leong

*Hymn

RHC 16 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

*Invocation/The Lord’s Prayer & Gloria Patri 2
Responsive Reading

Psalm 19:1-6

Hymn

RHC 337 Never Give Up

*Doxology 3/Offertory Prayer
Scripture Reading

Joshua 22:1-9

Hymn

RHC 401 Yield Not to Temptation

Pastoral Prayer/Message

Pastor Joseph Poon

Keep On Keeping God’s Commands
*Hymn

RHC 552 God of Our Fathers

*Benediction/Threefold Amen
Announcements
*The Lord Bless You and Keep You 4
*Congregation Standing

4 The Lord Bless You
and Keep You
The Lord bless you and
keep you; The Lord lift His
countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and
give you peace;
The Lord make His face
to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you,
be gracious, The Lord be
gracious, gracious unto
you. Amen.
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PASTORAL LETTER

From heralds of “Hosanna” to cries of “Crucify him”
Dear BPCWA worshipper, We are somewhat familiar with what happened on Good
Friday more than 2000 years ago. However, what happened on the days before Good
Friday? Today, we want to look at the Sunday before that, a day which is often referred
to as “Palm Sunday”, the first day of the Passion week.
The fulfillment of Messianic prophecy. Adults and Sunday school children are probably
familiar with the events on that day. The account of this day can be found in the parallel
passages in all the 4 gospels, in Mark 11:1-10, Matt 21:1-9, Luke 19:29-40, John 12:1219. Commanding His disciples to fetch a colt for Him, the owner of the colt willingly
released the colt to them simply Jesus told them to say, “Because the Lord hath need of
him”. Only God could move hearts like this. But this was no random event. It was our
Lord Jesus fulfilling Zechariah 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass”. A great
multitude went before Him, spreading their clothes in the way, cutting down branches
from the palm trees, and strawed them in the way. Mk 11:9 “And they that went before,
and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord”. The praise and reception was so overwhelming that the Pharisees
exclaimed, “behold, the world is gone after him.” (Jn 12:19).
But not all received the Messiah. This action of Jesus riding in was clearly Him
proclaiming to be the long-awaited Messiah which Zechariah wrote about some 450 to
500 years earlier. Yet despite the many proofs the Lord Jesus had already given to them,
the Pharisees present angrily said to the Lord Jesus, “Master, rebuke thy disciples” (Luke
19:39). I hope no reader has this attitude today. Do you still doubt that Jesus is God and
Saviour and the Way, the Truth, and the Life? Outside of Him, none can come to God
the Father in Heaven. It is sad that the desire for position, power, and popularity would
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blind these ones who were supposedly schooled in the Holy Scriptures. What is keeping
you from asking Jesus to be your Lord and Saviour?
Some received Him but for the wrong reasons. Many who were present removed their
coats and cut branches of palm trees (John 12:13) to spread them on the Lord Jesus’
path. It was a sign of them “honoring” Him as a king, making a triumphal entry. They
cried aloud, “Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord; Hosanna in the highest.” (Matt 21:9). But how is it that less than a week later, they
would be screaming repeatedly, “Crucify him!” (Mark 15:13, 14)? What happened to
the reception and celebration earlier on when they saw Jesus riding in on an ass? Well,
the throng were looking for an earthly king to free them politically and rescue their
nation from Roman rule. They wanted to be rescued physically at that point. Jesus will
indeed rule on earth one day during the Millennium after His Second Coming. But His
first coming was to save man spiritually. Man’s highest pressing need is not political and
social salvation. Their praises and heralding were “Hosanna”, meaning “save now”.
These were only interested in physical relief here and now. So they not only were
disinterested in the Lord Jesus a week later but were so angry that they wanted Him to
be crucified because He was not what they wanted Him to be for them.
The Loving and Longsuffering Messiah. A casual reader of this account may wonder at
the significance of this event. Why was it recorded for us? This triumphal entry marked
Christ’s open declaration as the promised Messiah and King of Israel. Christ had come
into this world and taken on human flesh for this very purpose. He had lived a sinless
life so that He may be our Messiah. Now He would be presented before the people for
whom He would die, the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. Never in the history of mankind,
and never again, would there be such a supreme sacrifice - the Creator being the
substitute for the creature. Transport yourself back to the scene then. In humility, he
sits upon a donkey, not in a chariot. It is beyond words that the Lord Jesus would still go
to the cross to die for man, given our utterly despicable attitude towards Him. What
Love, beyond degree!
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The Coming King. Every Palm Sunday, we should remember that it is the beginning of
the Passion week of our Saviour. He was abused, humiliated, viciously beaten, and
shamefully crucified by man. He was a meek Lamb who allowed Himself to be led to the
slaughter so that He could die in the place of us sinners so that He can pay fully for our
sins. But His second coming will be different. Every eye will see Him for Who He truly is
. . . the King of the Universe. There will another palm waving event to come, “After this
I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands” (Rev 7:9). What a day to look
forward to each time we arrive at Palm Sunday till our Heavenly King returns! Are you
truly saved? Will you be part of this joyful crowd? Or will you be sent to the lake of fire
forever because you too are only interested in the “now”? Dear believer, let us have a
very glorious view of our God and King now. There is nothing on earth that can compare
to His Beauty, His Love, and His Glory when you meditate upon Him during this Passion
week.

Yours in our Lord’s service,
Pastor
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION
1. Personal Follow-up and Evangelism (Today, 2 - 5 pm): As an alternative to City
Evangelism, take some time instead to follow up with a friend, neighbour or family
member in Perth to share the Gospel and invite them for the Good Friday and
Easter services.
2. Good Friday Worship Service (This Friday, 2 April, 7:30 pm): Let us come and
commemorate our Lord’s suffering and crucifixion in our place this Friday. There
will be Holy Communion during the Service. Do use the invitation flyers at the foyer
to invite family and friends to come and hear the Gospel during the period of Good
Friday and Easter.
3. Easter Sunrise Worship Service (Sunday, 4 April, 7:30 am): Come join us to
celebrate Christ’s resurrection and triumph over death. Next week, the Sunrise
Service will be held at the Melville Limestone Amphitheatre, 10 Almondbury Road,
Booragoon. Whether you sit as a household/group or come alone, please leave a
space from the group next to you in the row. There will be no breakfast provided
this year, and Basic Bible Knowledge classes will be in recess next Sunday.
4. Pray for and come to the following programs planned for April:
DATE
2/4 (Friday)
4/4 (Sunday)
4/4 (Sunday)
4/4 (Sunday)
17/4 (Saturday)
18/4 (Sunday)
26/4 (Monday)

TIME
7:30 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
6:00 pm
10:30 am
3:30 pm
10:00 am

PROGRAM
Good Friday Worship Service
Easter Sunrise Worship Service
Easter Sunday Worship Service
Church Anniversary Dinner
Seniors Fellowship
Husbands and Fathers Fellowship
Sunday School Family Day
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5. Thanksgiving and Prayer Items:
•

Thank God that we are able to return to worship in the main sanctuary in Phase 4b,
as we used to.

•

Thank God for the opportunity to speak to friends and contacts through personal
outreach.

•

Pray that the commemoration of Good Friday and Easter at our various services
will stir our hearts to increase in our love to the Lord and serve Him with all our
hearts and strength.

•

Pray that every worshipper will desire to strive with one heart and mind for BPCWA
in the furtherance of the gospel and God’s kingdom’s work as we celebrate another
anniversary of service.

•

Pray that worshippers will use the upcoming Easter services to invite unbelievers
to know our Saviour and believers to come to worship with us.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR TODAY AND THE WEEK
Sunday
Tuesday
Friday

Sunday

12:00 pm

Teens Q and A

2:00 pm

Personal Follow-up and Evangelism

30/3

7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting

2/4

7:30 pm

Good Friday Worship Service

7:30 am

Easter Sunrise Worship Service: Amphitheatre, City of Melville

10:00 am

Easter Sunday Worship Service
BPCWA 35th Anniversary Thanksgiving Celebrations –
Pinn’s Palace (1481 Albany Hwy, Beckenham)

28/3

4/4

6:00 pm

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCES & OFFERINGS
Attendances – Sunday Worship: 157; Prayer Meeting: 98
Tithes and Oﬀerings – Sunday Worship: $11,319.50
Building Fund – Last Week: $1,056.00; To Date: $595,287.96; Gap: $704,712.04
Worshippers can continue to return to the Lord by making bank transfers to the following accounts:
a) Tithes and Offerings BSB: 016-268, Account: 4784-38319
b) Building Fund
BSB: 016-268, Account: 5313-03414

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH – CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN: OF THE SACRAMENTS
2. There is in every sacrament a spiritual relation, or sacramental union, between the sign and the thing signified;
whence it comes to pass, that the names and effects of the one are attributed to the other.

Notes

