BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF W.A.
For the Testimony and Glory of Jesus Christ

28 February 2021

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
1 The Lord Is in

Preparatory Hymn

RHC 129 Since Jesus Came into My Heart

His Holy Temple
The Lord is in His holy
temple, The Lord is in His
holy temple: Let all the
earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep
silence before Him Keep
silence, keep silence
before Him. Amen.

2 Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, Amen.

The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 1
Call to Worship
*Hymn

RHC 3 Love Divine

*Invocation/The Lord’s Prayer & Gloria Patri 2
Responsive Reading

Psalm 18:1-12

Hymn

RHC 317 The Solid Rock

*Doxology 3/Offertory Prayer
Scripture Reading

Joshua 19:47-51

Hymn

RHC 437 Onward, Christian Soldiers

Pastoral Prayer/Message

3 Doxology
Praise God, from whom
all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all
creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye
heav’nly host; Praise
Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

Deacon Adrian Cheng

Pastor Joseph Poon

Fight If You Want to See an End
*Hymn

RHC 433 Am I a Soldier of the Cross?

*Benediction/Threefold Amen
Announcements
*The Lord Bless You and Keep You 4
*Congregation Standing

4 The Lord Bless You
and Keep You
The Lord bless you and
keep you; The Lord lift His
countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and
give you peace;
The Lord make His face
to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you,
be gracious, The Lord be
gracious, gracious unto
you. Amen.
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him be glory both now and for ever. Amen”. (2 Peter 3:18)
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PASTORAL LETTER
Recommitting ourselves for His service
Dear BPCWA worshipper, In mid-February, we distributed the commitment forms to all
teachers, facilitators, Nursing Home speakers, and pianists. These forms are not new, as they
were introduced back in 2019 to those serving in these particular areas of service which
require more specific commitments due to the nature of the ministry. Just as even the
government does not give an individual a “lifetime” certification in their “Working With
Children” check but requires the applicant to renew their passes regularly, we have our
annual rededication and recommitments as well. While I had already written about them in
a pastoral back in 2019, I want to take the opportunity to refresh everyone on the purpose
of these forms so that we have the right ideas about them and can pray for those in service.
Why commitment forms are required for these roles. These ministries were specifically and
intentionally selected because they are very significant areas of service that affect the
soundness and health of the church. 1) Teachers, whether in Sunday School or fellowship
groups, are important in undergirding and reinforcing the key doctrines and the faith of the
church. Those who facilitate DHW and speak at the Nursing Home outreaches are also
included in the teaching role. We thank God for peace in the church, and that can only be
maintained when the people in the church are also taught doctrines and principles consistent
with our system of beliefs. Without this, there will be confusion and chaos, and ultimately
disunity. As the pastor, I am responsible for the promotion and ongoing purity of Biblical
doctrines in the church. God’s church is the pillar and ground of His truth. It is way easier to
be a man-pleaser and allow anyone, regardless of their convictions, to teach so that they will
be happy. But if I did so, I am negligent in my role and you should never vote such a pastor
into office. Teachers are very important in maintaining and promoting the doctrines we
uphold and believe in. Those who, having different convictions and persuasions, teach in
Sunday School and fellowship groups can cause confusion when they start to introduce
erroneous or the wrong system of doctrines into the church. If we don’t take the necessary
precautions, unbiblical concepts and convictions contrary to the BP faith and BPCWA’s
constitution are easily introduced into our young children and also into adult fellowships. As
taught during our Tuesday night prayer meetings, even a subject like love, taught according
to the understanding of the world, is different from what the Bible teaches of “love in the
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truth” (2 John 1:1). Over time, unsound ideas can change the character of the church moving
forward if teachers say that we should accept all and sundry doctrines to avoid criticizing
anyone. If this happens, there can be no peace in the church if we are not of “one mind” (2
Cor 13:11). This is especially dangerous if the teachers use their lessons to promote their
own system of beliefs to draw men to adopt their viewpoints – especially if the teachers are
unhappy with the church’s doctrinal stances. These commitment forms help BPCWA by
making clear to every teacher the expectations of the church by requiring teachers to
reaffirm that their convictions have not changed. Beliefs are something that one holds
strongly and very close to their heart. It is what stirs them. And if these beliefs are different
from the church’s beliefs, there will eventually be in the heart the spark of unhappiness and
even anger that will grow. Arguments can break out with different viewpoints, affecting the
peace and unity of the church. They can use their teaching sessions to propound their views
and cause strife in the church. Mark 3:25 “And if a house be divided against itself, that house
cannot stand.” For those of you who have received these forms, please read them carefully,
and sign them not in order to continue to be in a teaching and speaking position. You must
sign with a clear conscience that you are committed to the beliefs of BPCWA. For those that
labour together with us and will rededicate themselves to continue to do so, I understand
that teaching is a great commitment of time and am thankful for the many that have put in
long hours to prepare for their duties. 2) Pianists play an important role in the music of the
church. Music changes the thinking about God and how we worship Him. It can do so by how
it is played, almost without the hearer consciously realising it. Contemporary Christian music
changes the church and reduces the focus on the Word. Unlike secular musicians, the
purpose of sacred music is to point men to God. We have taught this in great detail at our
earlier fellowship meetings on worship music. In order to achieve this, pianists must commit
not to listen to pop, jazz, and other worldly genres of music. This is because their influence
can creep into the pianist’s playing style, not to mention that such music is not meant for
any Christian in the first place. Also, the importance of consistency and a conservative playing
style is important. The commitment to playing according to the score (unless there is a sound
reason to make some alterations) helps worshippers to sing without distraction. This means
not slowing down at the end of the stanza and not including filler notes which are not in the
scores. As a church, we do not want to have the need for our worshippers to adjust to the
different playing styles of pianists. If we have consistency in each week and each service and
meeting, worshippers can then focus all their heart on the words of the hymn, singing toward
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God. I certainly do not expect perfection, and mistakes do occur. As we have learned,
growing includes growing in our gifts to be used for God. This growth is not about growing
more fanciful, but growing to become more disciplined and to be consistent, all of which
helps worshippers sing without drawing attention to themselves. Hence, I do give my
feedback regularly to all pianists without exception on some areas for them to improve and
watch out for. I sincerely thank God for the many times that our pianists have responded
well to keep to their commitments. Just as in a choir when the voices blend into one, it is not
about one pianist desiring to maintain their unique “identity” or “trademark”, but for all to
play consistently and predictably and not to try to outdo each other.
What are in these commitment forms. As mentioned earlier, these forms have been in use
since 2019. These forms serve to formalize what is already existing in the church. 1) The first
section of the forms is simply a recommitment to what every member vows when they join
our church in membership. Namely, the acceptance, support, and promotion of our
doctrines, the promise of maintaining their personal Christian walk, the support and
submission to the church and its leaders, and faithful attendance of our worship services.
While it ought to be a “given”, ie the minimum expectation for members of a church, yet
people do change in their views, and that is the reason why there is a need to recommit to
these annually for those in key roles. 2) For the teacher commitment forms, as mentioned
earlier, there are 2 expectations in addition to what I have already mentioned in item (1). As
teachers, it is important that they are foremost in setting the right examples for those that
they teach. Hence, teachers are expected to also commit to a) attending prayer meetings
(since many of their students attend it), as well as b) the use of hard copy Bibles in church.
3) For the pianist commitment forms, so as to achieve what has already been discussed
above, their commitment in short is primarily to play according to the hymnbook scores. It
also means that they must not introduce styles found in contemporary Christian music, jazz,
or pop etc into their playing, as well as maintain a commitment that they do not listen to
such music in their personal leisure time as earlier mentioned too.
The importance of these forms. From the above reasons, I hope we realise that the design
of these forms is not only intended to promote the unity and peace of the church but also
for the protection of the BPCWA. As those who are serving currently have signed their
respective forms last year, this is once again required for this year and will be renewed
annually, in preparation for continued service in the year ahead. It is a reminder of our holy
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service, especially in these key roles. But whatever the roles, let us, as we prepare for
Rededication Sunday next Sunday, as part of His body in BPCWA, prepare our hearts to vow
to

“by the mercies of God . . . present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Rom 12:1

Yours in our Lord’s service,
Pastor

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION
1. Church Study Series (This Friday, 5 March, 7:30 pm): As we celebrate BPCWA's 35th
anniversary this year, a special study on "BPCWA's roots, history, and learnings" will be
conducted by Pastor. Our history will be traced from archives of available
documentation. Let us learn from our church's history so that BPCWA will be sound in its
practices to stand for the Word of God. Please do not invite those who are not currently
worshipping with us to come for this study as this series is only for current BPCWA
worshippers. No livestream or recordings of this study will be made available.
2. Church 35th Anniversary Dinner Registration (Sunday, 7 March, after Worship):
Registration for this year's thanksgiving dinner will commence next Sunday. Please
register early to join in our church’s thanksgiving as we commemorate God’s goodness
to BPCWA on Easter Sunday, 4 April. More details will be available at this time.
3. Husbands and Fathers Fellowship (Sunday, 7 March, 3:30 pm): Pastor will teach on the
biblical principles to help the Christian father to become a godly father. All husbands,
regardless of their stage of life, are encouraged to come and study God’s Word together.
Please arrive only after 3:15 pm to allow sufficient time for the earlier Worship Service
to conclude.
4. Family Camp 2021: Full-time registration for this year's Family Camp closes today. Fulltime participants who have yet to hand in their registration form are required to do so
today. Part-time participants will be able to register from today until 7 March.
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5. Baptisms, Affirmation of Faith and Membership Transfers: Those who have completed
the full course of Basic Bible Knowledge and wish to be baptised, affirm their faith, or
have their membership transferred to BPCWA can collect a copy of the necessary forms
from Deacon Adrian. To facilitate the arrangements for an interview by the Board of
Elders, completed forms, together with their testimonies, must be submitted to Deacon
Adrian by Sunday, 7 March.
6. Pray for and come to the following programs planned for March:
DATE
5, 12 & 19/3
7/3
14/3
21/3
28/3

(Fridays)
(Sunday)
(Sunday)
(Sunday)
(Sunday)

TIME
7:30 pm
3:30 pm
10:00 am
3:30 pm
1:45 pm

PROGRAM
Church Study Series
Husbands and Fathers Fellowship
Rededication Sunday
Adelphos and Adelphe Bible Study
Personal Follow-up and Evangelism

7. Thanksgiving and Prayer Items:
•

Thank God for the labour of those who served in the university outreaches and that some
contacts were made.

•

Thank God for a sound church whereby we can worship, learn of Him, and grow
spiritually.

•

Pray that BPCWA will have peace and unity in God’s truth so that we can continue to
stand for His testimony and Word.

•

Pray for wisdom in the preparation of messages for the Church Study Series, that it may
be of spiritual benefit to God’s sheep and strengthen BPCWA for many years to come.

•

Pray that some of the contacts from the university outreaches will come to BPCWA to
grow spiritually with us.

•

Pray that we will repent quickly where needed and be zealous for the glory of God in our
personal lives and as a church.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR TODAY AND THE WEEK
Sunday

28/2

12:00 pm

Teens Q and A

Tuesday

2/3

7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting

Friday

5/3

10:00 am

Mothers Fellowship: Genesis

7:30 pm

Church Study Series

8:30 am

Pre-Service Prayer Meeting

Sunday

7/3

9:00 am

Basic Bible Knowledge Class
Children Sunday School

10:00 am

Sunday Worship Service

3:30 pm

Husbands and Fathers Fellowship

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCES & OFFERINGS
Attendances – Sunday Worship: 151; Prayer Meeting: 90
Tithes and Oﬀerings – Sunday Worship: $8,823.50
Building Fund – Last Week: $5,062.00; To Date: $579,023.70; Gap: $720,976.30
Worshippers can continue to return to the Lord by making bank transfers to the following accounts:
a) Tithes and Offerings BSB: 016-268, Account: 4784-38319
b) Building Fund
BSB: 016-268, Account: 5313-03414

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH – CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX: OF COMMUNION OF SAINTS
1. ALL saints that are united to Jesus Christ their head by his Spirit, and by faith, have fellowship with him in his
graces, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory. And being united to one another in love, they have communion
in each other’s gifts and graces; and are obliged to the performance of such duties, public and private, as do
conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and outward man.

Notes

