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January 6th, 2019

SUNDAY COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE
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The Lord Is in His
Holy Temple
The Lord is in His holy
temple, The Lord is in His
holy temple: Let all the
earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep
silence before Him
Keep silence, keep
silence before Him. Amen.
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Prelude/Preparatory Hymn

Winnie Lim/Deacon Joel Wong

The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 1
Call to Worship

Deacon Eugene Leong/Deacon Joel Wong

*Hymn

HOP 4 Holy, Holy, Holy

*Invocation/Gloria Patri 2
Responsive Reading

Proverbs 17:1-6

Holy Communion
Hymn

HOP 99 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Gloria Patri

Hymn

HOP 94 Alas! and Did My Saviour Bleed

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, Amen.

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings
*Doxology 3/Offertory Prayer
Scripture Reading

Acts 2:42-47

Hymn

HOP 252 Higher Ground

Pastoral Prayer/Message

Doxology
Praise God, from whom
all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures
here below;
Praise Him above,
ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. Amen.

HOP 394 Is Your All on the Altar?

Pastor Joseph Poon/Sonny Lim

Continuing Stedfastly
*Hymn

HOP 405 I Am Resolved

*Benediction/Threefold Amen
Announcements
*The Lord Bless You and Keep You 4
*Congregation Standing
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The Lord Bless You
and Keep You

THEME FOR 2019:

The Lord bless you and
keep you; The Lord lift His
countenance upon you,
and give you peace,
and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to
shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you,
be gracious, The Lord be
gracious, gracious unto
you. Amen.

“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42)
Pastor: Rev Joseph Poon
Associate Pastor: Rev Paul Cheng
Deacon: Adrian Cheng
Deacon: Eugene Leong
Deacon: Joel Wong

M: 0406 241 032
M: 0447 174 206
M: 0402 036 430
M: 0401 155 386
M: 0423 862 392

27 Ullapool Road, Mt Pleasant, WA 6153
P: (08) 9364 9898
W: www.bpcwa.org.au

E: josephpoonemail@gmail.com
E: paulcheng@bethelbpc.com.au
E: ajcheng@iinet.net.au
E: euge.leong@gmail.com
E: yiing_yw@yahoo.com
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PASTORAL LETTER
Strength and Courage for 2019
Dear BPCWAians, Today is our first worship for the new year. For many of us
as we look back on 2018, we often say to one another “how time has flown
by”. Will it be such for us in 2019 in a peaceful way or will it be fraught with
trials? Some in our midst are going through or have gone through major
changes, some have been going through personal trials. Perhaps you ended
off 2018 very differently from how the year started off. Now, you look at the
new year ahead. Do you fear what 2019 will bring? I recap in my Pastoral
today the Watchnight Service message, taken from Josh 1:7-9, to reinforce
and prepare our hearts for whatever lies ahead of us.
Why would God give you such absolute assurances? Joshua was fearful as
he faced what lay ahead after the death of Moses. But Joshua was not going
to do it alone, for God promised that “as I was with Moses, so I will be with
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Josh 1:5). Joshua was promised
that his work would prosper (v7), and that every place that his foot would
tread upon would be given to him (v3). Again, the Lord reiterates that “the
LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest” (v9). The reason that
God gave such strong promises of His presence with Joshua was that he was
now to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land. “Be strong and of
a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the
land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.” (Josh 1:6) The promised
seed would come from the nation of Israel. Joshua wasn’t going out simply
on his own conquests. He was going to do God’s purpose through the nation
of Israel. Joshua would not fail, because his purpose was to do exactly what
God wanted him to do. As long as that was so, God would be with him.
Today, we have similar promises in Heb 13:5 “I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee” and Matt 28:20 that “I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world.” How can we be absolutely sure and confident that God will
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keep these promises to us, personally and as a church? Our purpose may
differ from Joshua’s, but the Lord is the same. The answer is that as long as
we are set to follow and obey God’s purpose and will for us on earth, He will
be with us. Conversely, if what we are planning to do is for our personal gain,
our personal wealth or our personal glory, we cannot say that God will be
with us to help us. God’s promise is for every believer who has chosen to
walk in God’s will. The purpose for strength and courage is to do God’s will,
not for achieving our carnal self centred ambitions and desires. Are you going
to do God’s purposes and live for Him in 2019? If so, then He will be with you
to help you.
What do I need strength and courage for in 2019? If we were asked this
question, some may answer that they need strength and courage for exams,
for their families, for their work, and to face health issues or loneliness.
Joshua was going to war and to conquer. One would think that since Joshua
was fearful, he needed strength and courage for battle. But instead, God told
Joshua the area in which he needed strength and courage for. “Only be thou
strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all
the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the
right hand or to the left.” (Josh 1:7) The strength and courage that we need
when we are facing anything is actually in obeying God’s Word! We often
think we need strength and courage to face and solve problems, but God
knows that in every situation and choice of life, the area that we are most
fearful of is actually in obeying God’s Word. Joshua was to focus on, and not
be fearful of obeying everything God commands. We know what God expects
of us in bringing up our children. But we fear that if we bring up our children
as God wants, it will “disadvantage” the child in the world. We fear that if we
are not worldly wise and pursue grades and skills at all costs, we may not get
the job or promotion that we want. If we do all the law and not deviate in
the slightest by giving ourselves excuses to disobey, we will always succeed
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in God’s purposes. God knows that there will be difficulties and that they
must fight. Manna would stop after they entered the Promised Land. the
Promised Land. They would have to work for the success that God intended
them to have. Likewise, we may face problems even when doing God’s will.
God’s promises do not negate human responsibility. In fact He gives
promises to encourage us to act! 2019 may be fraught with difficulties as you
seek to obey God and do His will. But as long as you put God’s kingdom first,
do everything for people to know Him and obey Him in everything that you
do, you will succeed. Strength is a conviction in your heart and mind, making
a decision to go in a certain direction. It is when we know what kind of father,
mother, child, worker, student we should be, we make up our mind to do
what it takes to be that. Next then is faith. Even if we are afraid, we must
trust God and go in that direction because we know it is God’s will. Obeying
God requires strength and courage in our decisions and actions. Have you
avoided choices and delayed decisions in obeying what God has made known
to you because you do not have the courage to do what He says? Have faith
in God as you obey Him in 2019.
What must I do to have strength and courage to the dot in 2019? Josh 1:8
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to
all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and
then thou shalt have good success. Joshua had to study God’s Word. God’s
Word had to be on the tip of his tongue and in his heart. But studying and
meditating is useless if it is not done. We must remember that studying God’s
Word is for the purpose of obedience. Do not give excuses not to study God’s
Word in 2019. Make it your priority to come for Fellowships, Bible Studies
and sign up for FEBC classes. Otherwise, something else will take its place. If
studying God’s Word is not your priority in 2019, you know by experience
that many other things will easily become priority over it.
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Will God be with me in 2019? Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. (Josh 1:9) If you will to do God’s
will, live according to His Word in every area of our life, do not be dismayed.
Do not panic. In the battles that will follow, there will be real sweat and real
pain. But God will be with you in them to help you grow spiritually. May this
be the testimony of your personal life in 2019. May this be the testimony of
BPCWA in 2019.
\

Yours in our Lord’s service
Pastor

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION
1.

Pastor and the Session wishes all worshippers a Blessed New Year. May
we resolve anew to walk with Him daily in the light of His Word and in
greater obedience and dependence upon Him, and may BPCWA serve
our Lord with all our strength and might this year.

2.

2019 Church Calendars: The 2019 bookmark calendars with this year’s
church activities are available at the foyer. Worshippers are
encouraged to help yourself to copies of this as you leave the church.
Do mark out your calendars with these events and come and attend
them with your families. Use it to pray for BPCWA too. The online
calendars can also be downloaded and automatically added to your
handphones
from
http://bpcwa.org.au/addcalendar
and
http://bpcwa.org.au/addcalendar2.

3.

Chinese Care Group (Saturday, 12 January, 10:30 am): We will continue
with the series on “Milk and Meat”. Yew Jinn will be speaking on “Milk
Doctrines: Faith Toward God” taken from Hebrews 6:1-3. Kindly bring
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a dish to share over lunch after the meeting. All are welcome to attend
and learn God’s Word together.
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4.

Husbands and Fathers Fellowship (Sunday, 13 January, 3:30 pm):
Pastor will continue to teach from 1 Peter 3. All husband are
encouraged to attend and learn about the biblical husband and father
from God's Word.

5.

Holy Matrimony: Congratulations to Allan and Angeline Ang on their
wedding yesterday. May God’s glory be the purpose and focus of their
marriage as they begin their lives together.

6.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Items:

•

Thank God for Watchnight Thanksgiving Worship Service and the
strength and encouragement from His Word. May this lesson help us
to live for Him more fervently in 2019.

•

Thank God for the children that He has given to families in BPCWA and
for the parents that are faithful to their vows to bring up godly seed for
Him and His church.

•

Thank God for the privilege of labouring for Him in 2018 and for His
Word that directs us how we should live our lives to glorify Him in the
year ahead.

•

Pray for Australia Pre-Departure Briefing today and next Sunday to
draw His sheep to grow spiritually with us as they study in Perth.

•

Pray the BPCWA will always continue stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

•

Pray for the progress of the church building extension discussions with
the architect, and for many to return to God’s work so that we can
commence with the building.

SERVICE DUTY

6/1 COMBINED – Holy Communion

13/1 COMBINED

Speaker/Interpreter

Pastor Joseph Poon / Sonny Lim

Pastor Joseph Poon / Yew Jinn Chieng

Worship Leader/Interpreter

Deacon Eugene Leong / Deacon Joel Wong

Deacon Joel Wong / Sonny Lim

Preparatory Hymn

Deacon Joel Wong

Deacon Eugene Leong

Musician(s)

Winnie Lim

Sharon Poon

Welcomers

Wei Yan, Bei Li, Mark Heath

Colin Tey, May Chee Tey, Yi San Chieng

Offering Stewards

Alex Luu, Pei Shion Chai, Stephen Chia
Wei Yan, Yi Choong Liew, Mark Heath

Terry Chong, Eddie Foo, Kenny Tan
Colin Chng, Caleb Cheng, Edward Ee

Ushers

Claude Yiu, Esther Yiu, Vincent Naing

Benjamin Kan, Cheryl Kan, Nancy Chai

Audio Visual

Caleb Cheng

Soo Jin Kang

Kitchen Duties

Yung Tsing Mew, Andy Ho, Lisa Ho
Ming Ming Th’ng, Xuan Rui Yong

Lee Lian Yong, Victoria Lew, Christine Chia
Mable Soon

APPOINTMENTS FOR TODAY AND THE WEEK
10:00 am

Chinese Bible Study

7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting: Yew Jinn Chieng/Deacon Joel Wong, Deacon Adrian Cheng, Yi Mey Tan

9/1

7:30 pm

Far Eastern Bible College Online Courses: Job

Friday

11/1

7:30 pm

Fellowships Meeting: Regen/Youth 180°/CAF/CSF

Saturday

12/1

10:30 am

Chinese Care Group

8:30 am

Pre-Service Prayer Meeting

9:00 am

English Basic Bible Knowledge Class/Chinese Basic Bible Knowledge Class

10:00 am

Sunday Combined Worship Service

12:30 pm

Teens Q and A

2:00 pm

Nursing Home: Concorde/Onslow Gardens

Tuesday
Wednesday

Sunday

8/1

13/1

3:30 pm

Nursing Home: Berrington/Bull Creek
Husbands and Fathers Fellowship

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCES & OFFERINGS
Attendances – Sunday Worship: 205 (Combined: 172; CSS: 33); Watchnight Thanksgiving: 117; Prayer Meeting: 81
Tithes and Offerings – Sunday Worship: $5,259.45 (#4546: $127.00); Watchnight Thanksgiving: $1,902.05 (#4547: $337.00)
Building Fund – Last Week: $1,000.00; To Date: $161,156.97; Gap: $1,138,843.03

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH – CHAPTER FOUR: OF CREATION
2. After God had made all other creatures, he created man, male and female, with reasonable and immortal souls, endued
with knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness, after his own image, having the law of God written in their hearts, and power
to fulfill it; and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left to the liberty of their own will, which was subject unto change.
Beside this law written in their hearts, they received a command not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; which
while they kept, they were happy in their communion with God, and had dominion over the creatures.

Notes

