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PASTORAL CHAT  
My dear readers, 

1. About myself 

To readers and friends, today I begin my weekly Pastoral letter by writing 
about my recent experience, to answer enquirers and concerned folks. 
Firstly, thank God, I am ÒA & WÓ Ð alive and well, only weaker because 
older. DonÕt we want to live on from year to year, adding to our years? 
However, donÕt make that your prime objective and hope. Hear what the 
greatest leader of men says: ÒÉ if by reason of strength they (our earthly 
life) be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is 
soon cut off, and we fly awayÓ (Psalm 90:10) Ð sorrow due to the travails of 
age! Just keep your eyes and ears open Ð and the causes of sorrow fill your 
perspective. My Mother went to her heavenly Home at 54 years young, 
spared from ÒAlzheimerÕs diseaseÓ which has afflicted Stepmother and 
three of my siblings in later years. 

So, what should we do? Live as the Lord allows this life to go on, but make 
sure of eternal life Ð and face the future advancing the gospel Òbest you 
canÓ, and faithfully serving the Giver of life and health. This advice is out 
of GodÕs Word Ð it is more precious than gold and silver, nay, than life 
itself! 
2. More recent happenings 

Last week, I fell to the floor, and to my horror I could not get up, trying 
every Òtrick in the bagÓ I remained on the floor. I called to my maid in the 
kitchen. She came and lifted me with ease! ÒWhat was happening?Ó I 
wondered to myself Ð no strength to get up on my feet Ð something I did 
with ease formerly! I saw Elder Cheng who sent me for an X-ray 
examination. (I had a fall the previous weekend and badly hurt the neck). 
ÒNo bone injury but the cervical vertebrae were ÔankylosedÕ (fused together 
due to age).Ó 

No bones were displaced or broken (what a relief!) 
Dr Cheng referred me to a neurologist (for the pain that I suffered.) The 
Neurologist Dr Michael Yap confirmed Dr ChengÕs diagnosis, prescribed 
some Òpain relief tabletsÓ plus neck exercises. What a relief! (No 
dislocation or fracture). 

 



 

 

Today (Tuesday December 3, 2013) I was sent for further investigations 
and prescribed ÒMRI studiesÓ of the neck. This showed nothing new. 
Additional lower limb exercise was prescribed Ð Òno serious injury, and no 
new treatment.Ó 

I was glad with the outcome of the investigations. In the evening my niece 
(cousinÕs daughter) called at the home and rendered Òphysiotherapy and 
taught me some exercisesÓ Ð to aid recovery. I was relieved and pleased, 
thank God. 

3. “Edging towards confrontation” 
Ever since China emerged from self imposed international isolation, her 
presence among the great powers has caused increasing unease and rivalry 
with the US in particular. The two major powers are naturally pitted against 
one another, in particular in their common interest over territorial disputes 
in the ÒEast China SeaÓ adjoining Japan where a simmering and increasing 
dispute over ownership of a group of islands. The US comes into the picture 
as ally of Japan who claims ownership of the disputed islands, ignoring 
ChinaÕs claims. The islands (ÒDiaoyuÓ) -Senkaku Islands to the Japanese. 

Our national Newspaper ÒThe Straits TimesÓ carried an article which says 
that ChinaÕs Òcreation of a new identification zone in the vicinity of the 
disputed islandsÓ a thorny Òbone of contentionÓ between the two countries 
(The Japanese are allies of the US). This explains the American 
involvement. 

4. The US sends two B-52 warplanes into the new security (to test 
China’s reaction) 

Within 3 days of ChinaÕs announcement of the new Òsecurity zone,Ó the 
two American warplanes entered the restricted zone, in open defiance of the 
Chinese action. This was Òexactly what China wantedÓ Ð a test of ChinaÕs 
authority. 

What will happen next Ð who can tell? AmericaÕs global dominance is 
being put to the test. (Read Daniel chapter 7 and Revelation 13). Events 
are shaping up to the Lord’s return! 
Yours faithfully in the Saviour’s Service, 
Dr SH Tow 
3 December 2013 
 
 



 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION 
1. Church Theme for 2014: “Shew forth the Praises of Him Who Hath Called 

You” (1 Peter 2:9b). 

2. Christmas Gospel Meeting: There will be two opportunities this Christmas 
season for you to pray and to invite your unsaved friends and family to hear a 
gospel message. This Friday 7:30pm we will have a combined Gospel meeting 
and also a 10am service on Christmas day followed by a special Christmas 
lunch.   

Date/Day Time/Venue Program 
20/12/2013 
Friday 

7:30pm 
Church Christmas Gospel Meeting 

25/12/2013 
Wednesday 

10am 
Church 

Christmas Day Worship Service 
Followed by lunch 

31/12/2013 
Tuesday 

7:30pm 
Church 

Watch Night Thanksgiving Worship Service 
Followed by refreshments 

3. Thanksgiving: 

¥ A blessed week of learning GodÕs Word and fellowship at BPCWAÕs Young 
PeopleÕs Camp.  

¥ A blessed learning session on the topic of ÒBringing up Children in The 
LordÓ by Rev Koshy last Thursday evening and for the many people who 
have attended the meeting. 

¥ Safety and protection throughout the week at camp and at home. 

4. Pray for: 

¥ All who attended the camp will maintain their desire to seek after the Lord, 
continue to grow spiritually and to serve the Lord faithfully.  

¥ Christmas gospel outreach and worship services.  

¥ Those who are sick and unwell, may GodÕs strength continue to sustain them 
and His power to heal them from their sickness. 

¥ Safety and protection in and around the church.  

 

 

 

 



   

  

Service Duty (15/12) Combined (22/12) Combined  
Speaker Pr Joseph Poon/Kong Vui Yip Pr Joseph Poon/Yew Jinn Chieng 

Worship Leader�� Elder James Wong/Sonny Lim Dn Adrian Cheng/Joel Wong 

Prep Hymns Kenny Tan Jason Tey 

Musician Sharon Poon Ruth Wong 

Welcomers Barry & Juanita Palm, Bernie Clarke Kim Cheo, Grace Cheo, Lily Liow  

Offering Stewards 
¶ To Help Count Offering 

¶ Barry Palm, ¶ Eugene Leong,  
Eddie Ho, Alex Luu,  
Kenny Tan, Yew Jinn Chieng 

¶ Jason Tey, ¶ Caleb Cheng,  
Kim Cheo, Kenny Chia, Mark Heath 
Allen Liew 

Ushers Lee Lee Yong, Audrey Liow Rowena Cheng, Caleb Cheng 

P.A. System Albert Ho Joel Wong 

Kitchen Duties Yi Min Chieng, Yi San Chieng 
Victoria Lew 

Allan Ang, Irene Yap 
Yi Jye Chieng, Lilian Cheo 

JSS Singspiration Camilia Sin/Yi Mey Chieng Christina Soon/Kenny Chia 

Toddler Class Assistant Lee Lee/Ka Yii Valerie/Victoria 

Van Drivers Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C) 
Edward, Terry (U) 

Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C) 
Edward, Terry (U) 

Old Folks’ Home Ministry��
Subiaco Robert Wong (Christina Soon) Barry Palm (Christina Soon) 

South Perth Hall A: Dn Adrian Cheng  
Hall B: Jason Tey 

Hall A: Pr Joseph Poon 
Hall B: Yew Jinn Chieng 

Bayswater Elder James Wong Mark Heath 

APPOINTMENTS OF THE WEEK  
Tuesday     17/12 7:30pm 

Prayer Meeting 
Pr Joseph Poon/Caleb Cheng, Yi Mey Chieng 

Friday       20/12 7:30pm Christmas Gospel Meeting 

Sunday      22/12 

8:30am Pre-Service Prayer Meeting 

9:00am English & Mandarin Sunday School/ 
English & Mandarin Basic Bible Knowledge Class 

10:00am Combined Sunday Worship Service 
12:15pm Church Van Depart 

2:00pm Concorde (Nursing Home) Ð 25 Anstey Street, South Perth 
Onslow Gardens (Nursing Home) Ð 39 Hamersley Road, Subiaco 

3:30pm Ben Ritcher Lodge (Nursing Home) Ð 480 Guildford Road, Bayswater 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS (7/12) 
Attendance: 234 (Combined-197; JSS-37); Prayer Meeting: 15 
Offerings in Total: $6644.55 
General Fund: $6644.55 (#3234-$11; #3735-$1000) 
Mission Fund: (10% of General Fund is set aside for missions) 

VERSE OF THE WEEK: BUILD THE CHURCH  John 13:14 If I then, 
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
anotherÕs feet. 


