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PASTORAL CHAT  
My dear readers, 
1. Visit to Sydney BPC 
My visit to our BP Church at Sydney has so swiftly come to an end. This 
morning I spoke on ÒThe Wonder of our SalvationÓ as explained by the Apostle 
Paul in Ephesians 1:3-14. This passage of God’s Word reveals the role played by 
each member of the Triune God. It was God the Father who chose us from 
before the foundation of the world (verse 4); God the Son who redeemed us 
with His own blood shed on the cross, God the Spirit who sealed us (verse 13), 
marking us for special care, so that the saved person will never be lost. It 
amazes us, the loving and comprehensive care which God took to ensure the 
complete success of our salvation. 
It was a losing battle at Gate 57 of Sydney Airport. Let me tell of our experience. 
We arrived well before the required Ò2 hours before take-offÓ – just to be sure, 
in case of unforeseen delays (which did not happen anyway). As a result we had 
to wait at Departure Gate 57 for two hours. I was offered Òwheelchair serviceÓ 
because the gate is Òmore than 15 minutes walking distance away,Ó said the SIA 
staff. Considering the distance, I gladly accepted the offer. For the first time, I 
was wheeled along! It was by a SIA female ground staff. 
We (Mark Heath and I) were comfortably seated in row 45, towards the tail end 
of the airbus 380S. The aircraft was about half full (not too bad since it was a 
500-seater.)   
Then came the delay. It came by 3 announcements, interspersed with profuse 
apologies. The delay was caused by some faulty aircraft soiling the runway, 
which required Òmop up cleaning action.Ó Eventually the aircraft was given 
clearance to take off. But there was a long queue of other aircraft ahead of us.  
More apologies (SIA politeness). Finally, we were airborne! The arrival time 
was delayed one hour. No complaints, especially when we remembered the 
Israelites’ 40-year Exodus in the wilderness on ÒBus 11.Ó Patience is the name 
of the game, so don’t complain!  
2. You ask: “How was your Sydney BPC visit?” 
My first six days were with friends Victor and Ruth, no strangers to many 
Pandanites, as they have visited and fellowshipped with our members several 
times in recent years. They will be joining our Golden Years Retreat in Malacca.  
Their hospitality was ÒFirst ClassÓ six-star standard (like Elder and Mrs Koh 
Kim Hiang’s). With such care, I recovered from the upper respiratory infection 
within a week, a remarkable Òturnaround of my health.Ó My last 3-4 days were 
spent in the ÒParsonageÓ with Elder and Mrs Koh and Brother Mark Heath.  
My health rapidly improved, more-or-less back to normal now – a speedy return 
to health. 



 

 

To those who wish to hear more news of the recent acquisition, it was truly a 
Ògood buy,Ó a blessing from our God. Firstly it has saved some AUD 1,500 in 
monthly rental of the previous 2-bedroom apartment. The present Parsonage has 
more rooms and many other advantages. The hedge was altogether a Òblaze of 
redÓ – bougainvillea – with hardly any leaves! This was added bonus-plus! On 
top of everything, last Saturday, we hosted some 60 members for our monthly 
ÒFamily FellowshipÓ – in a homely atmosphere, serving food – spiritual as well 
as material! The fellowship was warm and priceless! 
Lastly, a word of appreciation and encouragement for Elder and Mrs Koh, who 
have served sacrificially and tirelessly over the past 17 years Òwithout a break.Ó  
Such devoted service is without price and without compare. Remember also, 
Elder Koh had two serious illnesses: Òcoronary artery diseaseÓ and Òmacular 
degenerationÓ of the eye. Surely, it was by God’s special mercy that he 
recovered. My personal disabilities pale into nothing by comparison. Just think 
of it: 17 years continuous and selfless service, with no back-up or replacement!  
Only the able and devoted support of Mrs Mabeline Koh. Today, the 80-90 
congregation Òsails alongÓ by God’s amazing grace, and the unsung care 
provided by Elder and Mrs Koh.  
Today as I fellowshipped with the congregation and spoke with the members 
after the service, their steadfastness and loyalty in service and togetherness was 
truly touching! 
At the end the fellowship had to be cut short – SIA calling! God willing, next 
year there may be a return visit. Yes a very emphatic D.V. – Deo volente – 
meaning God “permitting.” After all, our lives are in His hands, every day and 
every minute of every day. 
3. Still – no place like home! 
The flight Sydney-Singapore takes over 7 hours – long, and yet not long! Just 
think of it – before the days of jet aircraft, the trip would have taken much 
longer, and, in the days of steamships this same trip would have taken days!  
Living in these days of jet travel, our sense of time and space undergoes a sort of 
ÒcompressionÓ – from weeks to days and from days to hours! 
What does the reader say? Think! ÒRemember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth ÉÓ and health ÒÉ while the evils days (of physical disability and slow 
down) come not É.Ó Remember NOW, and consider, Psalm 90 has pertinent 
lessons. Think and ponder! 
God bless all readers – at Pandan and in distant parts of God’s created world. 
Yours faithfully in the SaviourÕs Service,  
Dr SH Tow 
20 October 2013 in Sydney



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION 
1. English Basic Bible Knowledge: Has started this morning at 9am in the upstairs 

sanctuary. If you are considering baptism, transfer of membership or have not gone 
through a systematic study of our Christian Faith, you are encouraged to attend this 
class. 

2. Lord’s Supper: Will be conducted next Sunday. Please prepare your hearts for the 
Holy Sacrament. 

3. Congratulations to Dn Adrian and Hui Ling Cheng on the birth of their daughter 
Abigail last Friday the 1st of November. Both mother and baby are doing well. 

4. BPCWA Young People’s Camp: Note that there will be changes to the camp fee 
due to cheaper pricing from Orchard Glory. The new cost will be $232/person for 2 
Bedrooms Chalet and $218/person for 3 Bedrooms Chalet. Those who have paid 
will be refunded in the next few weeks. For full time campers, please register your 
camp T-shirt size with Sister Camilia Sin. For any query please see Brother Kenny 
Tan. 
Church Account details: 
Bible Presbyterian Church of WA 
BSB: 016268 
Account No. 478438319 

5. Thanksgiving: 
• God’s continual mercy, protection and safety throughout the week. 
• The many campers that have signed up for camp. 
• BPCWA families who are willing to open their homes to accommodate overseas 

and interstate visitors in December. 
6. Pray for: 

• Preparation of the Young People’s Camp and the camp speaker Rev Das Koshy. 
• Preparation of hearts and journey mercy for those who will be travelling to 

Perth from overseas and interstate to join the youth camp. 
• Removal of hindrances for those who are considering going to camp. 
• Year 12, University students and students who are doing FEBC online course, 

are having examinations during the month of November. May God grant them 
good time management and diligence to study well for His Glory. 

• Our church’s Session Members and Preacher.  

• All the fellowship group leaders and teachers of Sunday School. 
• Those who are sick and unwell, that God would give them the strength to 

recover from their sickness. 
• The safety and protection of the church’s physical properties, spiritual state and 

our worshippers.



   

  

Service Duty (3/11) Combined 
(10/11) Combined – 
Holy Communion 

Speaker Pr Joseph Poon/Sonny Lim Rev Peter Blake/Kong Vui Yip 

Worship Leader�� Dn Michael Lee/Joel Wong Mark Heath/Yew Jinn Chieng 
Prep Hymns Claude Yiu Allan Ang 
Musician Lydia Pui Winnie Lim 

Welcomers Jonathan Woo, Bonnie Woo 
Mark Heath Eddie Foo, Carol Wee, Albert Ho 

Offering Stewards 
!  To Help Count Offering 

!  Jonathan Woo, !  Kenny Chia, 
Claude Yiu, Dn Stephen Chia 
Mark Heath, Alex Luu 

!  Eddie Foo, !  Albert Ho, 
Joel Wong, Allan Ang, 
Joel YY Wong, Dn Michael Lee 

Ushers Kenny Chia, Ruth Wong Joel Wong, Christina Soon 
P.A. System Adrian Ng Caleb Cheng 

Kitchen Duties Lilian Yong, Julia Sun, Edward Ee, 
Lily Liow, Mew Yung Tsing 

Allan Ang, Irene Yap, Yi Jye Chieng  
Lilian Cheo 

JSS Singspiration Ellainne Cheng, Rowena Cheng Holy Communion 
Toddler Class Assistant Yi Jye/An Ning Valerie/Yi Jye 

Van Drivers Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C) 
Edward, Terry (U) 

Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C) 
Edward, Terry (U) 

Old Folks’ Home Ministry��
Subiaco Mark Heath (Karen Yap) Barry Palm (Christina Soon) 

South Perth Hall A: Yew Jinn Chieng 
Hall B: Caleb Cheng 

Hall A: Allan Ang 
Hall B: Elder James Wong 

Bayswater Pr Joseph Poon Yew Jinn Chieng 

APPOINTMENTS OF THE WEEK  

Tuesday      5/11 
10:00am Mandarin Ladies Bible Study 

7:30pm Prayer Meeting 
Pr Joseph Poon/Kong Vui Yip, Yew Jinn Chieng, Yi Mey Chieng 

Friday        7/11 7:30pm Fellowship Meetings: Regen/Youth 180°/CYAF/CYPG 

Sunday      10/11 

8:30am Pre-Service Prayer Meeting 

9:00am English & Mandarin Sunday School/ 
English & Mandarin Basic Bible Knowledge Class 

10:00am Combined Sunday Worship Service 
12:00am Mandarin Choir Practice 
12:15pm Church Van Depart 

2:00pm Concorde (Nursing Home) – 25 Anstey Street, South Perth 
Onslow Gardens (Nursing Home) – 39 Hamersley Road, Subiaco 

3:30pm Ben Ritcher Lodge (Nursing Home) – 480 Guildford Road, Bayswater 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS (27/10) 
Attendance: 217 (Combined-166; JSS-51); Prayer Meeting: 45 
Offerings in Total: $6164.15 
General Fund: $6164.15 (#3724-Camp Fee-$805) 
Mission Fund: (10% of General Fund is set aside for missions) 

VERSE OF THE WEEK: BUILD THE CHURCH  1 Corinthians 14:33  
For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 


