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PASTORAL CHAT   

My dear readers, 
1. Another trip ÒDown UnderÓ 
With the visit to BPCWA, Perth, just a week past, I took off on Thursday 10 
October from Changi Airport for Sydney BPC to visit Elder and Mrs Koh Kim 
Hiang, faithful servants of God, serving in Sydney for the past 17 years. The cold 
which I caught in Perth affected my sinuses and vocal cords, causing copious 
amounts of muddy coloured mucus and gave me a Òsqueaky voice.Ó Thank God, I 
am Òon the mendÓ today (Saturday 12 October), and my systems should be back to 
normal by Lord’s Day Morning Service tomorrow. 
Thank God for every provision of my needs. I am accommodated by Mr & Mrs 
Victor Ng until I move to the ÒParsonageÓ on Thursday 17 October. Victor and his 
wife Ruth are a very generous couple, looking after me very well. 
2. Ministering at Sydney BPC 
Tomorrow morning (13 October) I shall be speaking at the Morning Service on 
Psalm 23, written by David, the Shepherd-King of Israel, Òa man after GodÕs own 
heartÓ (whom God chose to replace Saul, self-willed and disobedient king). Psalm 
23 was David’s expression of his total loyalty to the Lord, Creator and Provider, 
whose will was to David Òfirst priorityÓ and foremost in his obedience. 
David had proved his worth to God by his loyalty to his own father. He cared for his 
father’s sheep, hazarding his own life and safety. When a lion came and took a lamb, 
David did not hesitate in fear but went after the lion and Òsmote himÓ (1 Sam 17:35) 
and rescued the lamb! His courage in the face of great danger to his own life, 
trusting in the Ògreat Shepherd of the sheepÓ enabled David to rescue the lamb out 
of the lion’s mouth. Another time it was a bear which took a lamb, and it suffered 
the same fate as the lion. David proved himself to be a fearless shepherd, totally 
loyal to father, and God. 
To Goliath the Philistine, David said, ÒThou comest to me with a sword, and with a 
spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel ÉÓ (1 Sam 17:45). With one sling shot and in the name 
of the Lord of hosts, David the shepherd boy overcame the proud and pompous 
Philistine champion.  
That day, David was used by God to destroy Goliath the terror of the battlefield, to 
turn the tide of battle, and to restore the morale and pride of Israel, all because the 
Lord was with him. 
3. But how could God love David an adulterer and murderer? 
Yes, you are quite right: David took Bathsheba and murdered her husband by proxy. 
He had fallen into grievous sin, as the prophet Isaiah had said, ÒAll we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own wayÉ.Ó David was a 
wayward sheep (Isa 53:6a). But ÒÉ the LORD hath laid on him (Jesus) the iniquity 
of us allÓ (Isa 53:6b). 



 

 

David, fallen into grievous sin, admitted and confessed his transgression, and wrote 
Psalm 51 in true-hearted repentance. He said in Psalm 51: ÒHave mercy upon me, O 
God, according to thy lovingkindness. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever 
before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sightÉ. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within meÉ. Deliver 
me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall 
sing aloud of thy righteousnessÉ. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despiseÓ (Ps 51:1-4, 10, 14, 17). 
As David admitted his grievous sin before God, he pleaded, ÒCast me not away 
from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of 
thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spiritÓ (Ps 51:11-12). 
David’s confession and pleading were heard. The Lord forgave him, and restored to 
him the joy of salvation. Has David not written in Psalm 103:8-9, ÒThe LORD is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always 
chide: neither will he keep his anger for everÓ? 
God exercised His great mercy, forgiving David His servant, restored to him the joy 
of salvation. So David is remembered in God’s record: ÒChrist cometh of the seed of 
DavidÓ (John 7:42, cf. Luke 3:31, Matt 1:1, 6). Matthew’s Gospel in its very first 
verse states: ÒJesus Christ, the son of David.Ó God owned David as father of His 
own Son Jesus Christ! 
4. DavidÕs memorable Psalm 23 
What a Psalm – the Twenty-third! Beloved through the ages have sung Psalm 23 on 
many an important occasion: at weddings, birthdays and funerals. ÒThe Lord is my 
shepherd: I shall not wantÓ – meaning: if you have the Lord who guards over and 
cares for you as the Good Shepherd, you need nobody else, for He is the perfect and 
complete, all-caring Shepherd, for He is none other than ÒThe Lord Christ Ð Lord of 
Lords, and King of Kings Ð the Almighty.Ó Who can compare with Him? 
David’s confidence was in the Lord – the Almighty, King of Creation, David’s 
Shepherd. To those who come to Christ, He never casts them away! Have you come 
to Him and owned Him as your Lord? If so, you are truly a happy and contended 
person. 
He knows you Òthrough and throughÓ – as He, the Good Shepherd, knows perfectly 
every sheep. Sheep are stupid, and submissive, but with a foolish stubborn streak. 
Our Good Shepherd knows each one of us, our frailties and faults, and makes 
allowance for our shortcomings. He sees to all our daily needs in every detail (vv 
1-2). He honours us, anointing our heads with the best of perfume oils (v 3). 
Verse 4 speaks of the total care and completeness of His care for us. He knows our 
fears, so He guides us to the very end of the journey of life. He has walked the same 
road, and He will keep us, guide us till the very last step. We need fear no evil for 
He is with us! 



 

 

Our foes cannot frighten or threaten us (v 5), for our Almighty Lord is beside us to 
honour and care for us, with the best of hospitality. We need fear nothing! But the 
last promise is one only He can fulfil. To those who own Him as Lord, He has 
prepared for them Òmansions in the Heavenly Place,Ó forever beyond the reach of 
earth’s woes and corruptions. 
Can you confidently say: ÒThe Lord is my shepherdÓ? Your very own? If so, renew 
again your complete loyalty and grateful allegiance! 
If you have not already received the Saviour as your Lord, do so now. 
God bless you! Amen. 
Your affectionate Pastor,  
Dr SH Tow 
12 October 2013 in Sydney 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION  
1. Combined Church Fellowship: This Friday 25/10 at 7:30pm, Pr Joseph will 

continue on the study of Christian Apologetics. All are welcome. 
2. Lunch Fellowship: Next Sunday after Worship Service. All are welcome. 
3. BPCWA Young PeopleÕs Camp: Thank God for the 28 BPCWA and 20 

oversea/interstate full time attendees who have registered. Registration will close 
next week. Kindly register early to assist the committee in planning. The camp 
fee can be paid to Sister Camilia Sin at the registration desk. For any other query, 
please see Brother Kenny Tan. 

4. English Basic Bible Knowledge: Preacher Joseph will teach another series of 
English Basic Bible Knowledge Class beginning on the 3rd of November at 9am 
in the upstairs sanctuary. Believers who have not gone through baptism and 
worshippers who are considering transfer of membership are encouraged to 
attend this series. All Christian who have not gone through a systematic study of 
our Christian faith are also encouraged to come and learn. 

5. Thanksgiving Items: 
1. Men’s and Ladies’ Fellowship last Sunday. 
2. Those who have signed up for BPCWA Young People’s Camp. 

6. Pray for : 
1. Combined Church Fellowship this Friday, and the speaker Pr Joseph. 
2. Preparation of BPCWA Young People’s Camp in December and the camp 

speaker Rev Das Koshy. 
3. More people to join the camp and approval of leave. 
4. Church Session and Preacher. 
5. Those who are sick and unwell, that God would give them the strength to 

recover from their sickness. 
6. Safety and protection in and around the church. 



   

  

Service Duty (20/10) Combined 
(27/10) Combined Ð 
Fellowship Lunch 

Speaker Pr Joseph Poon/Yew Jinn Chieng Pr Joseph Poon/Kong Vui Yip 

Worship Leader Elder James Wong/Kong Vui Yip Robert Wong/Sonny Lim 
Prep Hymns Kenny Tan Jason Tey 
Musician Lydia Pui Sharon Poon 

Welcomers Barry Palm, Juanita Palm 
Bernie Clarke Kim Cheo, Grace Cheo, Lily Liow 

Offering Stewards 
!  To Help Count Offering 

!  Barry Palm, !  Eugene Leong, 
Eddie Ho, Alex Luu, Kenny Tan 
Dn Michael Lee 

!  Jason Tey, !  Caleb Cheng, 
Joel YY Wong, Allen Liew 
Kim Cheo, Dn Stephen Chia 

Ushers Lee Lee Yong, Audrey Liow Caleb Cheng, Rowena Cheng 
P.A. System Albert Ho Kenny Chia 

Kitchen Duties Allan Ang, Irene Yap, Yi Jye Chieng  
Lilian Cheo 

Yi Min Chieng, Yi San Chieng 
Victoria Lew 

JSS Singspiration Karen Yap, Yi Mey Chieng Christina Soon, Allan Ang 
Toddler Class Assistant Lee Lee/Yi Mey Christina/Victoria 

Van Drivers Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C)  
Edward, Terry (U) 

Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C)  
Edward, Terry (U) 

Old FolksÕ Home Ministry  
Subiaco Edward Ee (Karen Yap) Robert Wong (Christina Soon) 

South Perth Hall  A:  Barry Palm 
Hall  B: Pr Joseph Poon 

Hall  A:  Yew Jinn Chieng 
Hall  B: Allan Ang 

Bayswater Kenny Tan Barry Palm 

APPOINTMENTS OF THE WEEK   

Tuesday     22/10 
10:00am Mandarin Ladies Bible Study 

7:30pm Prayer Meeting 
Pr Joseph Poon/Kong Vui Yip, Elder James Wong, Angeline Yong 

Wednesday   23/10 7:30pm 1 & 2 Peter 

Friday       25/10 7:30pm Combined Church Fellowship 

Sunday      27/10 

8:30am Pre-Service Prayer Meeting 

9:00am English & Mandarin  Sunday School/ 
Mandarin  Basic Bible Knowledge Class 

10:00am Combined Sunday Worship Service 

12:00am Mandarin Choir Practice 

12:15pm Church Van Depart 

2:00pm Concorde (Nursing Home) – 25 Anstey Street, South Perth 
Onslow Gardens (Nursing Home) – 39 Hamersley Road, Subiaco 

3:30pm Ben Ritcher Lodge (Nursing Home) – 480 Guildford Road, Bayswater 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERIN GS (13/10) 
Attendance: 199 (Combined-160; JSS-39); Prayer Meeting: 49; Combined Church Fellowship: 75 
Offerings in Total: $6726.90 
General Fund: $6726.90 (#3719-Library-$25; #3720-Camp Fee-$1960) 
Mission Fund: (10% of General Fund is set aside for missions) 

VERSE OF THE WEEK : BUILD  THE CHURCH   1 Corinthians 12:12 For as 
the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 


