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PASTORAL CHAT 
My dear readers, 

1. Probing things unknown 
The Word of God says: ÒThe secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but 
those things which are revealed belong unto usÉÓ (Deut 29:29). The doings of 
God not revealed to us remain a mystery for now. 
In my mental meanderings Ð the wanderings of the mind Ð into the realm of Òse-
cret thingsÓ of God, I have asked Òhard questionsÓ with no ready answers, caus-
ing me to further search the Scriptures. Reading LukeÕs gospel record, it reveals 
something of heaven and hell: heaven is simply described as ÒAbrahamÕs bosomÓ 
while hell which received the uncaring Òrich man,Ó was described as a place of 
“fire and torment,” a place of no escape (Luke 16:22, 24). 
I am interested to know more of Òheaven,Ó the place where the redeemed of God 
are destined to go. ÒAbrahamÕs bosomÓ would simply mean a place of comfort 
and rest Ð and little more. We need to probe further, for surely we would like to 
know more of our future Òeternal abode.Ó 
2. Mansions in “Father’s House” 
JohnÕs Gospel chapter 14 is our source of more information. We quote from 
verses 2-3: ÒIn my FatherÕs house are many mansions ÉI go to prepare a place 
for youÉ I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.Ó 
From these two passages, we may deduce that GodÕs dwelling place has Òman-
sionsÓ for His people, and we who arrive there in time to come will be in the state 
of Òeverlasting health and lifeÓ Ð ageless and deathless, for ever free from all toil, 
trouble and sorrow. Presumably, we shall be forever free from worry and care. 
Sexuality will be a thing of the past, no more to bother us: our Lord has said, ÒÉ 
they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection 
from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage ÉÓ Further, the Lord 
added, ÒNeither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels ÉÓ 
(Luke 20:35-36). 
3. An “angel-like status” 
From the foregoing revelation, believers, the saved ones in Christ our Lord, will 
be given an Òangel-like status.Ó Sexuality and marriage (only for this Òearth ex-
istenceÓ) will be no more but will fade away into the memory, no 
more to concern us Ð or, for that matter, the lost people in hell. 
We may further understand that all Òfamily relationshipsÓ will lapse as we shall 
each exist as individuals. Any future state or relationship is not revealed to us. 

In our Òangel statusÓ we may assume that we shall be given angel-like intelli-
gence and capabilities Ð to fly and have knowledge exceeding our present mental  



 

 

 

capacities. ÒThe day will reveal it.Ó Certain other questions keep us wondering at 
the present time, for has not GodÕs Word said, ÒEye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love himÓ (1 Cor 2:9). 
So far, then, we are given to understand from GodÕs Word, what the Lord has 
prepared for us, who have believed on Him, and put our whole trust in Him.  
What we know, then, causes us to marvel at His salvation grace and its rewards in 
His everlasting Kingdom Ð all ours for free Ð by grace through faith (Eph 2:8). 

4. Things “which God has for us” 
In 1 Corinthians 2:9 we understand that God has prepared things for us, presently 
classed only as “the deep things of God” (1 Cor 2:10). These “deep things” 
would correspond, probably with the Òsecret things (which) belong unto the 
LORD our GodÓ (Deut 29:29).    

In our present state of spiritual immaturity we cannot fully understand them, so 
they remain as “secret things of God.” It is with this understanding that we read 
2 Corinthians 12 in which the Apostle (likely speaking of himself) described how 
this ÒmanÓ was Òcaught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable wordsÉÓ (2 
Cor 12:4). And, to restrain him from revealing what he had seen and heard, 
ÒÉthere was given to me a thorn in the fleshÉ Ó God restrained him from speak-
ing of his blessed experience lest he ÒÉshould be exalted above measure through 
the abundance of the revelationsÉÓ (2 Cor 12:7). 

5. Conclusion of the matter 

Reading 2 Corinthians 12, the Apostle PaulÕs letter to the Corinthian Christians, it 
speaks a clear message to me personally. While on this earth, our chief duty is to 
serve the Lord and accomplish His plan and purpose for the Church on earth. Be-
fore long the Lord will call for us, when our work for Him will end, and we shall 
be ushered into His presence with unspeakable joy. Then, all things will be plain. 
Heaven and its mysteries will be clearly revealed, no longer secret as it is today. 
The mystery of unseen things which perplex us will be no more. 

Until then, let us be patient in service, ever striving together with our fellows, 
faithful to the Lord and His cause in a dark and evil day, when many fall away 
into apostasy and unbelief. 

So until He come, let us press on toward the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord (Phil 3:14) as we see the day of our LordÕs return ap-
proaching (Heb 10:25). 

When we see our Saviour, all will be made plain. Until then, let us serve Him 
with patience and joy. 

Yours in the Saviour’s love,  
Dr SH Tow 
In Sydney, 20 February 2013 
 



 

 

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION
1. English Basic Bible Knowledge Class: How well do you know your faith?  

Can you answer the question ÒWho is God?Ó While this class is for those who 
are considering baptism or transfer of membership to BPCWA, it is also open to 
members and worshipers who would like a refresher on their foundations.  
Preacher Joseph will resume the BBK series on Sunday from 9:00 - 9:40am in 
the Upper level sanctuary.   

2. Holy Communion: The preacher for next SundayÕs Worship service is Rev 
Paul Cheng from Bethel BPC, Melbourne. He will also conduct LordÕs Supper. 
Please prepare your heart. 

3. Junior Sunday School Promotion: Promotion ceremony has been held this  
morning at 9am.  

4. Tuesday Mandarin Ladies Bible Study: Resuming 10am this Tuesday 5th of 
March in Church. Sister Karen Shao will conduct a series of study on the Life of 
Jesus Christ through to His Coming again. We encourage all sisters who  
understand Mandarin to come and join us. 

5. 27th Church Anniversary Thanksgiving Dinner: Will be held on Sunday 
6pm 31/3 at Happy Union Restaurant, Kardinya. Registration starts today after 
Worship Service. Please register early with Sister Yi San Chieng or Sister 
Tammy Hsu at the fellowship hall. 

6. Thanksgiving & Prayer:  

1. Thank God for the completion of O Days evangelistic outreach at all the 
three universities. Pray that the new comers will continue coming to join our  
fellowship groups and worship service. Pray for the salvation of unbelievers. 

2. Pray for all the students who have and are returning to University study. 

3. Pray for those who are seeking for employment.   

4. Pray for the Session members and Preacher Joseph. Pray that our church 
continues to be faithful in preaching GodÕs Truth and for the Testimony and 
Glory of Jesus Christ. 

5. Pray for Preacher JosephÕs permanent residency visa application. 

6. Pray for the spiritual edification and physical well being of all members and 
worshipers. 

7. Pray for those who are sick and unwell. 

8. Pray for safety and security in and around the church. 

 

 

 



 

 

Service Duty (3/3) Combined (10/3) Combined- 
Holy Communion 

Speaker Pr Joseph Poon/Sonny Lim Rev Paul Cheng/Kong Vui Yip 

Worship Leader�� Mark Heath/Joel Wong Dn Adrian Cheng/Yew Jinn Chieng 

Prep Hymns Claude Yiu Allan Ang 

Musician Karen Yap Winnie Lim 

Welcomers Jonathan & Bonnie Woo, 
Dn Michael Lee 

Eddie Foo, Carol Wee, Albert Ho 

Offering Stewards 
!  To Help Count Offering 

!  Jonathan Woo,  
!  Dn Stephen Chia, 
Dn Michael Lee, Kenny Chia 

!  Eddie Foo, !  Albert Ho, 
Joel Wong, Allan Ang 

Ushers Ruth Wong, Kenny Chia Joel Wong, Christina Soon 

P.A. System Terry Chong Caleb Cheng 

Kitchen Duties 
Lee Fung Fong, Andy Ho 
Barry Palm, Christine Chia 
Margaret Ng  

Allan Ang, Irene Yap 
Yi Jye Chieng, Lilian Cheo  

JSS Singspiration Hui Ling Cheng, Joel Wong Holy Communion 

Toddler Class Assistant Yi Mey Chieng An Ning 

Van Drivers Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C)  
Edward, Terry (U) 

Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C)  
Edward, Terry (U) 

Old Folks’ Home Ministry��

Subiaco Mark Heath (Christina Soon) Pr Joseph Poon (Sharon Poon) 

South Perth Hall A: Caleb Cheng 
Hall B: Yew Jinn Chieng 

Hall A: Mark Heath 
Hall B: Caleb Cheng 

Bayswater Elder James Wong Barry Palm 

APPOINTMENTS OF THE WEEK 

Tuesday        5/3 
10:00am Mandarin Ladies Bible Study 

7:30pm Prayer Meeting 
Pr Joseph Poon/Kong Vui Yip, Dn Stephen Chia, Audrey Liow 

Wednesday      6/3 7:30pm Ecclesiastes 
Friday          8/3 7:30pm Fellowship Meetings: Regen/Youth 180¡/CYAF/CYPG 

Sunday        10/3 

8:30am Pre-Service Prayer Meeting 
9:00am Sunday School/English Basic Bible Knowledge Class 
10:00am Combined Sunday Worship Service 
12:00pm Mandarin Choir 
12:15pm Church Van Depart 

2:00pm 
Concorde (Nursing Home) Ð 25 Anstey Street, South Perth 
Onslow Gardens (Nursing Home) Ð 39 Hamersley Road, Subiaco 

3:30pm Ben Ritcher Lodge (Nursing Home) Ð 480 Guildford Road, Bayswater 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS (24/2)
Attendance: 184 (Combined-151; JSS-33); Prayer Meeting: 48 
Offerings in Total: $4540.10 
General Fund: $4540.10 (#3651-Library-$46; #3652-102.85; #3653-$686) 
Mission Fund: (10% of General Fund is set aside for missions) 

VERSE OF THE WEEK: BUILD ONESELF Proverbs 10:25 As the whirlwind 
passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation. 


