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PASTORAL CHAT  

My dear readers, 

1. Long life carries a price 

Moses, the man of God, wrote: ÒThe days of our years are threescore 
years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is 
their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly awayÓ 
(Ps 90:10). 

Long life exposes one to a range of diseases, unwelcome afflictions and 
degenerative conditions, the price of one manÕs sin. 

One of these age-related afflictions is ÒAlzheimerÕs diseaseÓ named after 
Aloysius Alzheimer, a German physician who first described it: ÒA pro-
gressive irreversible disease characterized by degeneration of the brain 
cells and commonly leading to severe dementia.Ó The disease is also 
known as Òsenile dementia.Ó It is progressive and, at this time, has no 
known cure. 

2. Is there hope for AlzheimerÕs cases? 

Medical researchers, especially pharmaceutical scientists, do not give up 
easily. Committed to healthcare and Òdisease combat,Ó medical scientists 
follow every lead, hoping to find the Òmagic potion.Ó Latest report from 
the Internet seems to suggest that Vitamin B3 (otherwise known as Òni-
acinamideÓ) may slow down or even reverse the disease process. That is 
so far as we can gather from reports. 

ÒHope springs eternal in the human breastÉÓ Ð so the saying goes. 

But our hope is not in man but in God. For life we look to the Lord of life. 
ÒWe faint not, though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is re-
newed day by dayÓ (2 Cor 4:16). Man, no matter how brilliant or re-
sourceful, will fail us. Jesus only never fails.  

Our one sure hope is in our Saviour, Jesus Christ, ÒWho shall change our 
vile (perishing) body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himselfÓ (Phil 3:21). 

Then, come what may, AlzheimerÕs disease or any other deadly disease Ð 
we are unafraid: our hope is in the triumphant victorious Lord Jesus, who 
is our life and everlasting hope, our eternal home. We look to Him and  



 

 

 

await His return with life and healing Òin his wingsÓ (Mal 4:2)! 

Just while writing this pastoral, the news of Brother Ah SangÕs MotherÕs 
passing comes to my ears. What happened to her could have happened to 
any of us. We are alerted by this timely warning. May God comfort the 
bereaved family members of our Brother Ah Sang. 

3. The newborn babyÕs brain 

ÒHow does a newborn childÕs brain relate to reading?Ó Young parents are 
anxious to know when their children are able to begin the learning process. 

Researchers tell us: babies start learning spoken language Òthe day they 
are bornÓ! Of course, not all at once, but as time passes. The learning 
process begins when the child hears intelligible spoken words! A child 
specialist says, ÒLearning is like growing, a little at a time. As soon as the 
newborn child hears spoken words, its brain begins to register, to learn 
and develop. But spoken words must enter the conscious childÕs brain 
through the ears Ð that is how the learning process begins.Ó 

In this process, the first years of life are crucial. 

4. ÒFaith cometh by hearing ÉÓ 

But how is your child to hear the word of faith  if the mother or father does 
not speak it? The case for early instruction in the Word of God is clear and 
beyond dispute. Parents, here is your God-given responsibility and blessed 
opportunity of being ÒpastorÓ to your child! Do not let this Òonce a life-
timeÓ opportunity go to waste!  

ÒPlay schoolÓ begins from 30 months, meaning to say a child is admitted 
to ÒPre-Nursery ClassÓ in kindergarten, only if its age has attained 30 
months. But what happens to the child during the first 30 months (or 2! 
years)? Proverbs 22:6 gives the answer! ÒTrain up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.Ó 

Christian parents, do not neglect your responsibility and blessed privilege! 
Begin to Òtrain upÓ your child in the faith early, from birth!  Begin today, 
start now! Then see how the LordÕs blessing will be downpoured from 
heaven on you and your child, and your family! 

God make you a blessing! 

Yours in the Saviour’s love,  
Dr SH Tow 
 



 

 

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION
1. Preacher Joseph & Sister Sharon are leaving for Singapore after Worship  

Service today. They will return to Perth in mid February. 

2. Lunch Fellowship: Today after Worship Service. All  are welcome. 

3. Please note the pathway between the Church and Nehemiah (near the 
postbox) has now been changed into a garden bed. This change has been 
necessitated because the previous pathway was considered a trip hazard. 
Eventually shrubs will be planted but in the meantime please do not use 
this as a pathway. 

4. Thanksgiving & Prayer:   

1. Thank God for the brothers and sisters who have participated in the 
evangelistic outreach/outing yesterday at the Perth foreshore. Pray 
that God will use the gospel tracts and sharing to save the unbelievers. 

2. Pray for Pr Joseph and Sister Sharon to have a safe journey to  
Singapore. Pray for their time they will spend with their families.  

3. Pray for those who will be traveling back home for the Chinese New 
Year family reunion. May God grant them a blessed time with their  
families. 

4. Pray for forthcoming events in February: O Day Student Outreach in 
Universities. Murdoch University on 14/2, UWA on 22/2, Curtin  
University on 27/2.  

5. Pray for the Session members and Preacher Joseph Poon. Pray that 
God will strengthen and grow BPCWA as His pillar and ground of 
the Truth for His Glory. 

6. Pray for Pr JosephÕs permanent residency visa application. 

7. Pray for the spiritual edification and physical well being of all  
members and worshipers. 

8. Pray for those who are sick and unwell. 

9. Pray for safety and security in and around the church. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Service Duty (27/1) Combined- 
Fellowship Lunch 

(3/2) Combined 

Speaker Pr Joseph Poon/Yew Jinn Chieng Robert Wong/Sonny Lim 

Worship Leader Robert Wong/Sonny Lim Elder James Wong/Kong Vui Yip 

Prep Hymns Jason Tey Allan Ang 

Musician Sharon Poon Karen Yap 

Welcomers Eddie Foo, Maryann Law Jonathan & Bonnie Woo 
Dn Michael Lee 

Offering Stewards 
¶ To Help Count Offering 

¶ Eddie Foo, ¶ Chi Fai Tang, 
Caleb Cheng, Jason Tey 

¶ Dn Michael Lee,  
¶ Dn Stephen Chia, 
Jonathan Woo, Joel YY Wong 

Ushers Caleb Cheng, Rowena Cheng Joel YY Wong, Ruth Wong 

P.A. System Joel Wong Terry Chong 

Kitchen Duties Allan Ang, Irene Yap 
Yi Jye Chieng, Lilian Cheo 

Lilian Yong, Julia Sun, Edward Ee 
Li Xing Cheo  

JSS Singspiration Camilia Sin, Allan Ang Valarie Wan, Yi Mey Chieng 

Toddler Class Assistant Karen Yap Yi Jye Chieng 

Van Drivers Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C)  
Edward, Terry (U) 

Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C)  
Edward, Terry (U) 

Old FolksÕ Home Ministry��

Subiaco Edward Ee (Karen Yap) Mark Heath (Christina Soon) 

South Perth Hall  A:  Barry Palm 
Hall  B: Allan Ang 

Hall  A:  Caleb Cheng 
Hall  B: Elder James Wong 

Bayswater Kenny Tan Barry Palm 

APPOINTMENTS OF THE WEEK  
Tuesday       29/1 7:30pm Prayer Meeting 

Mark Heath, Elder James Wong, Yi San Chieng 
Wednesday     30/1 7:30pm Ecclesiastes 

Friday          1/2 7:30pm Fellowship Meetings: Regen/Youth 180¡/CYAF/CYPG 

Sunday         3/2 

8:30am Pre-Service Prayer Meeting 

9:00am Sunday School/Basic Bible Knowledge Class 

10:00am Combined Sunday Worship Service 

12:15pm Church Van Depart 

2:00pm Concorde (Nursing Home) Ð 25 Anstey Street, South Perth 
Onslow Gardens (Nursing Home) Ð 39 Hamersley Road, Subiaco 

3:30pm Ben Ritcher Lodge (Nursing Home) Ð 480 Guildford Road, Bayswater 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERIN GS (20/1)
Attendance: 155 (Combined-122; JSS-33); Prayer Meeting: 48 
Offerings in Total: $4,016.35 
General Fund: $4,016.35 
Mission Fund: (10% of General Fund is set aside for missions) 

VERSE OF THE WEEK : BUILT UPON CHRIST  1 Corinthians 3:10  
According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master-
builder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let 
every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 


